Chairman’s Report for the 2010/11 season

This season we have delivered a wide range of programmes, from well-known works such as Romeo and Juliet, through mainstream works such as Schumann Symphony No.4 and Walton’s Spitfire and Prelude, to lesser-known works such as Rutland Boughton’s Symphony No. 3, chosen to celebrate the Centenary of Aylesbury’s finest composer.  We continue to provide assistance and encouragement to promising young soloists, with Mae Haydorn performing Elgar’s Sea Pictures with us in November.  We were also pleased to welcome back one of our own, with Tom Molloy performing the Strauss Horn Concerto in February.  However, the highlight was perhaps Karl Lutchmayer’s sparkling performance of Liszt Piano Concerto No.1 last Sunday.
Audiences over the season have been good, with probably our largest ever audience in St. Mary’s for our concert last Sunday.
Over the season we have been pleased to welcome six new string players, including two double basses, bringing the section up to four players for the first time.  However, we are still under strength in all other string sections except violas and need to focus our efforts on attracting and retaining more players.  We have also been pleased to welcome two new oboeists who joined at a time of particular need.
For the first time, we have organised an open workshop over two days.  As well as providing an exciting playing opportunity for regular members, this should help to broaden our player base and assist with finding extra players for when we perform Mahler 1 in concert next season.
Looking forward, we have some innovative and challenging programmes to look forward to, not least a Film Music concert in February and, extending our season for the first time beyond May, a Popular concert in June.

Finally, as usual I would like to thank the Committee for all their hard work over the year.  Special thanks go to Linda, for her tireless efforts in sourcing and managing the sheet music, to Melanie for hosting committee meetings, to Gail for her work with the budgets and accounts and to Paul for managing our website so effectively. I would also like to thank Mark for leading us so expertly and spending so much effort planning the Film Music programme, and to all the other principals for their contributions.
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